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Q3P Professional Support Services

ELEVATE
SELF-DIRECTED
ENGLISH LEARNING

2025/26 Programmes &
Briefing Session

The Quality School Improvement Project (QSIP) of CUHK is
launching a series of dynamic development programmes aimed
at assisting schools in fostering self-directed English learning
and enriching the overall learning environment.

Objectives

Building on QSIP’s extensive experience in promoting

self-directed learning in schools, these initiatives aim to:

* Develop practical resources that connect daily English
lessons with engaging activities tailored to students’
strengths and interests while adhering to self-directed
learning principles.

¢ |Inspire students to take charge of their learning journey by
setting personal learning goals and tracking their progress.

o Empower teachers with effective tools and collaborative
strategies to foster independence and engagement in their
students’ learning.

Registration is now open and will remain available until the school quota is filled.

ign wi inciples
roarammes align with the principié
and grl:\u)ts gf the “One-off (}ran&:_ for‘Prr?riw:;;)l?agi ;
- directed Language Learning (ENQHIS
e goffered by the EDB.
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Fngiish Lear®

Accelerate English learning
for P'\-P() & 51_56

Wim W oo asise

Empowering Students in Self-Directed Learning
for LaC and RaC Mastery

3a Enhance Self-Directed Learning skills for
English Language Acquisition Across Disciplines

for S1-S3
3b Themed Reading Circles for Self-Directed Learners  for P1-P6

3c Interdisciplinary Projects for
Self-Directed Learners

for P4-P6 & $1-56

' ooy -
@ \m\\\\:\‘{Q Qe () Digital Storytelling
o for Impact
P\—Pb & for 51'53
51-56 !

' (ustomised Focus Aregs
Suggested by Schools

for P1-P6 & $1-S6
=

Agenda: Implementation details, impact, and application procedures

Target Participants:

Principals, Vice-Principals, Heads of Curriculum Development,

Heads of English Departments and English Teachers of Primary and Secondary Schools

Speakers:

E?‘—W SAT, 12TH APRIL 2025
- 9:30AM-11:00AM

Mode: ONLINE
Deadline: 9TH April 2025 (Wednesday)

Dr. Becky Cheung

Ms. Rosy Tsang  Ms. Melody Sheto

Access Programme Details &

SRRy Register for Briefing Session:

Director, QSIP

https://bit.ly/qsip-eng

School Development Officers, QSIP

QSIP&EAH

(2025F38)

Enquiries: Ms. Simone Tin (3943-5096; gqsip@cuhk.edu.hk)
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Academic Flyers ( E34fj )

English: Fun to Learn: Learning English Drama English debating
English through board games and

movies

FREEE F3 5% Chinese Drama and XEHT

Language Arts

Math Olympiad Preparatory

AI%E Chinese Debating

Robotics

Math Olympiad

Science of Soybean

Robotics

Sports (BEH )

New Sports: Tackwondo

New Sports: Tackwondo

New Sports: Tackwondo

New Sports: Kinball

New Sports: Kinball

New Sports: Kinball

Aesthetics ( Z24fj )

KEEENFANRE

KEEENRFANRE

Jazz 1, Jazz 11

(& /18RH)

A cappella A cappella A cappella

Photography Dance Dance

Dance Music: Creativity and performance | Expressive Art

- - Artistry Lab
Integrated/ Booster Math x Games | Math x Games II City Walker

Chinese: Fiction Lovers

STEAM and service learning

STEAM and service learning

English: Public Speaking

Leader Bloomer

Leader Bloomer

Business Builder

Genius Hour

Self-directed Research (and service
learning)

i 5
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Il. Achievements and Experiences
Awards From School
1. Rev Cheung Chi Kong's Scholarship
2. Subject Prize (English Language}
3. Service Award
4. Starsin Carmel Award (NOVA)
5. Outstanding Award (Academic} - 1st term, 3rd term
6. Improvement Award (Academic) - 2nd term
Participation In and Outside School
Item / Programme / Activity Role Partnering organization / Award / Achievement
Organizer
HRIFAGIE | FE) x TRMERR-- 0B | 2 FHaEE REREE

76th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival | Participant
2024 (English Speech - Solo Verse

Hong Kong Schools Music
and Speech Association

Arternis Exhibitioner Traphy

Speaking)
Class Association {4A) Secretary
House (Loyalty) Vice-Captain Service Award
lll. Other Performance Indicators
Attendance
Late Records Days of Legitimate Absence | Days of lllegitimate Absence | Total Number of School Days
4 1 0 60
Merit Demerit
Credit Merit Major Merit Minor Demerit Demerit Major Demerit
2 1 - 1 — —
Attributes
Industriousness Courtesy Initiative Sense of Responsibility
A B B B
Creativity Perseverance Ability to Communicate Willingness to Serve
B B A A

Class Teacher's Comment

B ERRACHBAENBMRE - TRIRASNIIES i
Bt W TRE ) REERIIRTTD - BEEREMA
FRELELTENREMAR
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23 > f0A)sE N (Creativity) ~%%7 (Perseverance) ~
LAz 7 (Willingness to Serve) %5 EEXRESD
AR B BENEE - WESTEZ2EMBEAK
RIGES ZBR -

QSIPiEEH (2025438)
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telligence

Utilising Artificiz
to’/Address Language Needs
Across the Curriculum

Tsang Hoi Chi, Rosy

Since the rise of ChatGPT in 2022, the academic community in Hong Kong has been actively exploring the potentials
of artificial intelligence (referred to as Al in the following) in supporting teaching and learning. Many discussions
have even focused on how the emergence of Al could lead to groundbreaking reforms in education. Over the past
year, I have had the privilege of collaborating with various schools and engaging with forward-thinking, innovative
teachers on the application of Al in the classroom. Among them, teachers are actively exploring the role of Al in
enhancing students' interdisciplinary language skills in Language across the Curriculum (LaC) and Reading across the
Curriculum (RaC) collaborations. Besides serving as a personal tutor for students, Al also introduces many interesting
possibilities in teaching and learning methods. This article shares several examples to illustrate the role Al can play

when students face challenges in interdisciplinary language learning.
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In collaboration with teachers across various content
subjects, a common challenge is students' difficulties
with subject-based vocabulary. Learning different
disciplines in English often requires higher literacy skills.
Additionally, English teachers find it inauthentic to
integrate specialised terminology effectively into their
lessons. Fortunately, many Al platforms now allow
teachers to upload entire texts, including school-based
notes and worksheets. This capability enables teachers to
create specialised bots that assist students without
requiring students to enter complex prompts. For
example, students can enter an unfamiliar specialised
term, and the bot will provide a detailed response,
including definitions, Chinese translations, synonyms,
contextual usage from textbooks, and relevant
applications in the subject area. This method is more
effective than instructing students to look for definitions
online, as it ensures that the information retrieved aligns

accurately with the specific academic context.

In addition to utilising specialised vocabulary bots to
assist students in understanding word meanings, teachers
can leverage Al platforms to connect textbook
vocabulary and concepts to create engaging songs
accompanied by upbeat music. Utilising songs as a
learning aid is not a new concept. However, prior to the
advent of Al, its practical implementation posed certain
challenges. First, teachers or students needed to find time
in their busy schedules to write lyrics. Additionally,
pairing those lyrics with melodies proved difficult. Even
with the advent of video platforms, finding music or
videos that matched subject knowledge with
considerations for students' age and interest was not an
easy task. Now, with the help of different song-
generating platforms, integrating academic knowledge
and interdisciplinary language into melodies is just a few

prompts and clicks away. Using songs as teaching,

Figure 1: A catchy rap song about the water cycle
featuring subject-specific vocabulary like "evaporation"
and "condensation” generated with SUNO.

Cycle du H20

rap, thythmic, hip-hop
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[Verse]

Evaporation rise from the azure,

Sun heats the sea, steam's the treasure,
Sky fulla droplets, gettin' fresher,
Clouds gang up, ready for the pressure.

[Verse 2]

‘Condensation cools, water hangin' tight,
Droplets group up, gettin’ ready to unite,
Atmospheric dance under moonlight,
Raindrops descend, steady in sight.

[Chorus]

Water on a quest, round and around,
From ocean to heavens, it's profound,
Every drop got a story, intertwined,
Endless cycle, never unbound.

[Bridge]

Rivers and streams flowin’ to the beat,
Mountains to valleys, canyons steep,
Nature got rhythm, mighty fleet,

Figure 2: A rock song detailing the differences between
Athens and Sparta generated with SUNO.

Athens vs Spartan

rock, electric
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[Verse]

In Athens they built with marble so bright
Philosophers ruled and wisdom took flight
Spartan grew strong in the warrior's den
Atale of two cities split by men's pen

[Verse 2]

Athens would dance and sing through the night
Sparta trained hard always ready to fight

One loved their theater wore masks of delight
The other held shields and stood as the might

[Chorus]

Athens and Spartans two shades of time
One with the arts the other the climb
Different worlds but both so prime

In history’s book they share the rhyme

[Verse 3]

Athens would scuipt gods out of stone
Sparta’s kids left childhood alone
‘Academics thrived where olives were grown
While Spartan's fate was carved from bone
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learning or revision materials allows students to
familiarise themselves with the pronunciation of
specialised terms in a melodic context. It also aids
comprehension and knowledge retention of complex
academic concepts. By transforming revision into a fun
and enjoyable experience, this innovative strategy
enhances the overall appeal of learning and promotes

deeper engagement with the material.

Leveraging Al for enhanced learning and
comprehension across the curriculum

In addition to vocabulary acquisition, Reading across the
Curriculum (RaC) is a strategy that students need to
master when learning various subjects in English.
Students transitioning from Chinese primary schools to
English secondary schools may not have had ample
exposure to subject-specific information texts. Al tools
can serve as personal assistants or tutors, providing
content explanations to help students understand complex
concepts and the relationships between them.
Additionally, these tools can facilitate teachers in
designing RaC activities or enriching teaching materials.
By quickly aligning target vocabulary and sentence
structures, Al can assist in rewriting and adapting reading
resources to better meet students' reading needs. This
enhances the overall effectiveness of the learning process
and supports students' comprehension across disciplines.
Some teachers have sought to enhance the interactivity
of learning by converting the knowledge presented in
sections and paragraphs in textbooks into dynamic
conversations with Al-generated historical figures*. By
inputting key knowledge points and conversation
prompts into the Al system, teachers can create engaging
dialogues that facilitate deeper understanding of
historical content. This innovative approach not only
fosters student engagement but also aligns learning with
assessment methodologies, particularly in preparing
students for reading and interpreting conversation-based
data sources in examinations, such as those found in the
Personal, Social, and Humanities Education (PSHE) Key
Learning Area. Through this method, students can

develop critical thinking skills and improve their ability
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*Figure 3: A student interacting with an Al-simulated
figure from the past on POE to learn about cooking

methods in ancient times.
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*We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mr.

Ho Tsz To from Po On Commercial Association Wong Siu

Ching Secondary School for sharing his excellent idea
and a photograph from his lesson.

to engage with diverse formats of information.

Enhancing expressive skills through Al in
content subjects

In addition to acquiring vocabulary and reading skills to
comprehend subject knowledge, productive skills such as
writing are crucial for students to effectively express
their understanding. For instance, in essay-type
assignments across various disciplines, students must
employ rhetorical functions to articulate complex

academic concepts and convey different relationships,



such as causation, sequencing, and comparison.

However, content subject teachers often face lesson time Figure 5: A feedback report with suggestions on how

constraints, leaving limited opportunities to thoroughly to improve the content and language of the piece

review and provide feedback on students’ abilities to submitted.
articulate their understanding of the subject matter in

Feedback on Hong Kong Clans Comparison Essay

English. With the assistance of Al platforms, students

Areas of Strength:

can upload their writing practices and receive detailed | o e R
. Fujian."
analysls and feedb ack I‘eports . These I‘ep orts Offer = You demonstrated understanding of the different occupations of each clan, noting the distinct ways of making
a living like "lime-making / stone working / farming” for Hakkas and "fishing / sailing / pear| fishing" for Fuklos.
targeted recommendations not only on content accuracy Areas for Growth:
. = Your response needs to include information about customs, beliefs, and living environments of both clans.

based on the rubrics fed by teaCherS, but also on the These aspects were part of the assignment but weren't addressed in your writing

+ You need to use comparison language (like "while," "however," "in contrast") to show the relationships
application of aCﬁdemlC language enabling Studel’lts to between the clans. For example, you could write *While the Hakkas focused on farming, the Fuklos made their

? living from the sea.”
. ey . . . = Thi ild b if ized y han listed points. Ti {

enhance thelr ertlng SklllS in these Sub_]ect areas id;;eiipcoanr:;\g;uperaegrs;;:\sg.er organized as a proper essay rather than listed points. Try connecting your
effectively. With Al technology, students can engage in Genera Fanchack on Writig Mechanics:

= Structure your writing as complete sentences rather than using forward slashes (/). For example: "The Hakkas
made their living through various occupations including lime-making, stone working, and farming.”

Self_assessment and lmprOVe thelr ablhty to COl’lVGy thelr » Add transitional phrases between ideas to improve flow and show relationships between the information
you're presenting,

understanding of complex concepts, thereby fostering T —

deeper learning and achieving academic success.

D Copy # Edit @ Export «) Read Aloud } More WX

Conclusion

Figure 4: Students can upload their essay writin
g . P i ) y & For many students, learning subject knowledge through a
practices onto Al platforms like MagicSchool to get .
second language presents significant challenges. They

feedback and suggestions on how to improve. , , , .
must navigate new and increasingly complex academic

content while simultaneously mastering the linguistic

Insert the writing you want feedback on:

tools necessary for effective learning. By enhancing their

I, The Hakkas made a living by lime-making / stone working / farming.

The Fukl de a living by fishing / sailing / 1 fishing. 1 1 1 1

0 Lttt et L it SR own Al literacy, teachers can guide students in harnessing
and Fujian. . . . . . . .
The Fuklos came from the southern Fujian and eastern Guangdong. the potentlals of artlﬁ(:lal lntelhgence‘ Thls approach 1S

believed to enhance students' mastery of knowledge,

improve their language proficiency, and foster effective
“ use of technology in their learning processes. Through
the integration of Al, it is hoped that students can better

overcome the barriers associated with second language

acquisition in academic contexts.

Ms. TSANG Hoi Chi, Rosy : tE:Vfrllllll(t):ggt

School Development Officer of QSIP, CUHK. Provided support for the development of
English language departments in a large number of primary and secondary schools to
enhance the effectiveness of learning and teaching. Also dedicated to assisting schools
in systematically developing LaC, and enhancing school self-evaluation and parent
education. Former Deputy Head of English Language Fanel in secondary school, leading
the development of curriculum, pedagogy and assessment. Solid experience in designing
teaching materials.
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